
.Financiallyindependent
women are more abused

Bhargavi Kerur. BANGALORE....................................................................

If you had thought that married
women, who are working and fi-
nancially independent, are se1f-suf-
ficient and thus much happier, you
are in for a rude shock. In a first-of-
its-kind of study in India, re-
searchers at the RTI International,
a North Carolina-headquartered re-
search institute, Indian Institute of
Management in Bangalore and a
few US institutions, found out star-
tling facts about these women.

The study pointed out that finan-
cial independence of women often
builds insecurity among husbands,
leading to physical, sexual and psy-
chological violence against them.

This study specially focussed on
the low income urban populations
in Bangalore. Instances of women
being physically abused by their
husbands are staggeringly high
acrossthe Indian subcontinent, said
the main author of the research pa-
per, Suneeta Krishnan.

The study conducted in southern
India examined the association be-
tween spousal employment status

and physical domestic violence.The
study group consisted of 744mar-
ried women,agedbetween 16and 25,
residing in low-income communi-
ties in Bangalore. Participants were
studied across two years and inter-
viewed three times.

"We often assume that when a
woman is earning, she has a greater
role in decision-making. But in our
formative research conducted in
Bangalore, women viewed employ-
ment as an excess burden, in addi-
tion to taking care of home and chil-
dren. Domestic conflict seemed to
be more likely'to occur in such sit-
uations. Furthermore, in case of

e.

employment instability among hus-
bands, household conflict appeared
to increase," Krishnan added.

The study then registered that
women who were unemployed at
first visit and had begun employ-
ment by the next visit had an 80per
cent higher odds of violence, as
compared to women who main-
tained their unemployed status.
Similarly, women whose husbands
had stable employment initially but
then faced loss of jobs! salaries, had
1.7 times the odds of violence, as
compared to women whose hus-
bands maintained their stable em-
ployment. k_bhargavi@dnaindia.net
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The report, after discussion in both the houses, can be implemented only if the state cabinet decides to act. Neither the chief.
minister nor any of his cabinet colleagues commented on the futur~ course of action, reports SrikanthHunasavadi ,

. .

Ball in.govemments'court,action
againstBIALnoeasyoption
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he scathing report by the house panel
against Bengaluru International Air-
port Limited (BIAL) has put the ball in

the state and Union government's court to take
corrective action. ,

The report, after discussion in both the
houses of state legislature, can be imple-
mented only if the state cabinet decides to act.
Neither chief minister BS Yeddyurappa nor
any of his cabinet colleagues commented on
the future course of action on the report on
Monday.

However, chairman of the committee and
,BJP lawmaker from Chikpet Hemachandra
Sagar is hopeful of seeing at least some of the
recommendations implemented.

Replying to queries on the panel's recom:
mendation for taking action against officers
who were part of the negotiating team dur-
ing the execution of the project, Sagar said the
state government
could act unilaterally

--against them as it
was well within its
powers. ,

However, he made
it clear that the ltst recommending action did
not include Infosys chief mentor NR Narayana
Murthy who was also part of the BIAL board
when it was formed. Murthy was not a gov-
ernment servant and so he would not come un-

, der the category of officers against whom the
committee has recommended action.

Citizens agreed with the suggestion in the
report to drop the user development fee (UDF).

TV Mohandas Pai, head:HR of Infosys, said:
"We are happy that the legislative committee
has recommended to reopen the HAL Airport.
The industry has been demanding that the city
should have both airports, one for short dis-
tance and one for long-distance. There'should
be no monopoly. , .

''According to the concession agreement,
the airport developers are supposed to devel-
op the land given to them by the state to gen-
erate revenue:It's unfair to ask the user to pay
(the UDF), when the airport has other options.

"We welcome the committee's recommen-
dation for an audit of land use. It is the pup-
lic who end up paying for the inflated costs.
Therefore, there must be complete trans-
parency. In case of this airport, public inter-
est has been sacrificed and the airport has
been sold in some other interests. The devel-
opers should make money but a massive in-
frastructure project like'an airport cannot be
used for short-term commercial success.~"

Manira Alva, executive director of Miditech
Private Limited, said: "Charging UDF does not
make sense to me. The agreement was signed
before the aviation boom. Now, when the air
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CANeR USERFEE:Citizenswanted user developmentfee to be droppedas airport facilities were not upto the mark

traffic has gone up substantially; why do I have
,to pay the UDF?An airport, like a bus station
and'railway station, is a basic necessity. The
state has given BIA huge land, and I pay all the
taxes. Why should I then pay extra to use the
airport? Why shall the user pay to keep the de-
veloper in business?"

"Wehave a case for reopening the HAL Air-
port as the new airport cannot.handle the traf-
fic and is planning a new terminal. Why
should the user suffer till they come up with
the new terminal? BangciJ.orehas been cheat-
ed as far as the BIA is concerned. The people,
who negotiated, compromised the public in-
terest and they are to be blamed. BIA is not
transparent in its business. An audit of land
use is welcome," Alva added. '

Rajeev Gowda, professor of IIM-Bangalore,
disagreed on the user fee: "UDF is required
to run the airport and the committee's rec-
ommendation to abolish it seems like a pop-
ulist measure... I believe no infrastructure
(like HAL Airport) should be left waste."
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Greater stress on group discussion
and personal interview ~hisyear

CAT scores
will.still be
considered

Professor Shankar Rao, head of the department
of ITat the Institute of Finance and

International Management (lFIM) said thatif a stu-
dent possesses three qualities - good communi-
cation skills, subject knowledge of his educational
stream and good general knowledge, he or she
would be recommended for a seat at the institute
even if he/she falls short of a few marks. He spoke
to Arun Devon .issues related to admission into
management courses.

~ Tallus
'V' tlie If 1M?
Weaccept CATand MATscores and,Wewill also consid-
er XATfrom this year.A minimum score of 600marks in
MATor aO.percentilein CATare our basic requirements.

But students are also admitted
purely on their performance
in the group discussion and
the personal interview.

criteria ff}r il1tf}

e Hmll! will tl'le admissif}l1sbe affedoo
l1ical il1 cf}l1dua
f}ftl'la tl'lis :Yf$ar?
Despite the fact that many stu-
dents faced problems with the
CAT exams this year, we will
consider the CAT scores as
one of the criteria forselection
of candidates. However, con-
sidering the difficulties that

the students faced, the cut-off score will be loweredthis
year. Group discussion and personal interview rounds
will playa greater role in the selection process.

e Will tl'le M!%T<I.I'Id}fAT ~f}res
. erlimee over t!%Ttliis :year?

No. CATstill remains our fIrst preference as the standard
of that exam is much higher; however,selecting students
through MATscores is easier. .

greater

e 111what m(il1l'1erwill
year?

Wecould divide the requirements into two different cat-
egories - one for candidature and the other for admis-
sions. The candidature would analyse scores obtained in
the various entrance exams. The cut-off percentile may
be lowered to 70-75to help accommodate those aspirants
who were unable to perform well in the CATdue to vari-
ous reasons. Their talent will be analysed thoroughly in
the group discussion and interview rounds.

. e D@ think
. paper

I don't think it should revert the procedure. Several ex-
ams like GRE and TOEFL are conducted online. Author-
ities should have checked the system thoroughlY,rather
than just stopping with outsourcing the procedure. Glitch-
es should be done away with.

t!%T sh@uld revert t@the


