CAT extended
to December 8

feBureau

Ahmedabad, Dec 4: The Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs) have extended the online Common Admis-
sion Test (CAT) by a day, till December 8. The exam was
scheduled to run for 10-days from November 28 to
December7.
The ITM Directors Forum would also evaluate the per-
‘formance of vendor Prometric, after which action
againsttheUScompanywould bedecided.
Theforumhad awarded the contractfortheonline CAT
to Prometric, a subsidiary of the US-based ETS, in April.
The company had reportedly bagged a whopping $40-mil-
lion five-year deal with the IIMs beating contenders like
Pearson VUE, Eduquity Career Technologies and Attest
of the Aptech group. Prometric administers internation-
alonlinetestssuchasTOEFLand GRE.
Prometric also conducted GMAT till 2005. But the
Graduate Management Admission Council (GMAC),
the owner and administrator of the exam, chose not to
renew the contract. Some testing labs had experienced
technical difficulties on account of viruses and mal-
ware. Majority of these issues have been identified and
eradicated. However, Prometric, in partnership with
NIIT, is continuing to monitor and assess all labs. In
case testing is not possible for any session at specific
"labs, affected candidates will be contacted via SMS and
_email a day before. Rescheduling of exams for these

candidateswouldthenbeinitiatedandnew dates would
.be communicated again via SMS and email,” the state-
_mentstates.

. SpeakingtoFE,CATconvenorSatishDeodharof Indian’
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, said, “We'll take a
.look at all the problems which have cropped up while ad--
‘ministering the exam online. Before this comprehensive
‘i review, it'sdifficult to say whataction would betaken.” De-
odhar seemed unaware of penalty clauses in the agree-

ment inked between the IIMs and Prometric. “I am only
in-charge of ensuring smooth administration of the
test,” he said, adding he was not aware of the details of
the agreement. “However, all this would be looked into
when we conduct the review after the exam,” he main-
tained. “Atpresent,our priorityistoensurethateachcan-
didate, whohassuffered inthe pastfew daysonaccountof

. virusattacksorhardware, should be givenafair opportu-
nityof takingthetest.”



