
"I want everyoneto feelgood... successwillfonow"
Hemakeshisaudi-

encefeelgood.At
lea$t,his lasttwo

jilms, theMunna-
bhai-Circuitseries,

broughtsmiles-
andafewtears-

and took Gandhi-

giritoanew level.
Now,Rajkumar

Hiraniisback
with3idiots, astorythattakesaswipe
atoureducationsystemandpromises.
tos(!ndamessage-chaseexcellence,

successwillfollow-interspersed with
laughterandtears, andneverpreachy.. ThisNagpur-born,FTlI-bredand

Mumbai-basedjilm-makerhadtotake
abreakfromhisadjilms-makingdays
towriteMunnabhai. "Ihadmoneybut
Iwasn 'tdoingwhatIwantedtodo, tell

storiesthroughjilms, "hetellsSudipta
. Datta in betweenpost-jJroduction.A lot

isridingon3idiots,shotoncampusat
IIM-BangaloreandalsoatLeh, which

releasesonDecember25withthejilm
industrycravingforamasshit.lnll

freewheelingchat,Hiranitalksabout
hisFTlldays, howAamir Khan wasn't

thejirstchoicefor3idiotsand why
there'sacrisisof contentintheindus-

try.Excerpts:

ThJtUmindustryis pining for a
hit that has beenfew and far
between this year. What are your
expectations from 3idiots?
AsafIlm-makerlwanteveryonetofeel
good. And I think if I make them feel

. good,they will want to watch the fIlm,
and wewill get the returns. Weare up-
beataooutthefIlm. Wehaveafairlyde-
centfIlmonourhands. '

You attack the education system in
thefIlm. Whatpromptedyoutodoso?

There's toomuch pressure onkids and
somewhere the real education is get-
ting lost. We spend one-third of our
lives studying and end upspendingthe
rest of our lives chasing something <

which is of no essence. It's a fIlm close
to my heart. Wechase professions like
medicine, engineering or an MEA
sometimes without enjoying it. When
youpursue somethingthat youlike do-
ing, the returns come automatically.

Ina way the story is closer home
than we think...
When I went to, the fIlm institute in'
Pune from Nagpur, it was a huge leap.
lri the fIrst week, surrounded by some
pseudointellectualsl wasmadetofeell
wasnotgoodenough.lhadcomefroma
smalltown-Nagpur was very small
then--andl couldn't understand what
they were saying. All that changed
once we started working, I realised
that I wanted to be a fIlm-maker and
there was no need to chase anything
else. 8riram Raghavan was my batch-

, mate and together we agreed that we
wanted to see Hindi cinema, unlike
what the intellectuals were saying. We
realised it was important tobe rooted.

ButyoudideditingatFTII?
Yes,andthathashelpedmeenormous-
ly with all myfIlms.I have never had to
deleteascene.

Was AamirKhanyourf"Irst choice
toplayastudent?
No, I was looking for younger faces,
freshers butjustcouldn'tfllld the right
people. These are complex roles and
needed a seasoned actor. Aamir came
intothepicturemuchlater. Ihadheard
horror stories about working with
him, but it's been a pleasure to have
Aamironboard.

Youhave also resortedtomanybe-
low-the-lineactivities to promote
thefIlm.? ,
I have done it with my other two fIlms
as well.Wehaveshown3idiotstoalotof
people, different groups, from college
studentstoworkerstoparentsandhad
a question and answer session at the
end of each show. If various groups
have pointed out a problem, we have
even resorted tochanges. Forexample,

"1I4~anypl\ople wanted the Munnabhai
g added to the fIlm, not as a back--
;md score as wehad initially done,
rehavemadethatchange.

Whydoyou thinkBollywoodhas
hadsofewhitsthisyear?
Well,Iagree thatthere'sa crisis of con-
tent in the industry. After Munnabhai
MBBS, I was hoping to get scripts be-
cause I didn't want to write, it took too
much of my time. Unfortunately,

thoUph I got a lot of scripts, they were
not satisfying. Perhaps part of the
problem is that wehave to reach out to
talent, writers need to be tapped. Most
of the writers in MUI1}baiseem to be
geared up for television~writers
thinktwo drafts are goodenough.

Buttheindustryhasopened upto
new genres, themes with the multi-
plexboom?
Yes,now a lot of different cinema is
happening which is fabulous. We are
opening up to new genres and that's
goodforcinema.

When will weseeMunnabhaigoing
toAmrika?
I am going to start work on that. But
fIrst! wanttotravelacrossthe country,
the North East too. We had plans of
shooting 3idiotsin the NorthEast, but
ended ~pshootinginLeh.


