“I'wanteveryone to feel good... success will follow”

Hemakeshisaudi-
encefeelgood. At
least, hislasttwo

films,theMunna-

bhai-Circuitseries,
broughtsmiles—
andafewtears—
andtook Gandhi-
giritoanewlevel.
Now,Rajkumar
Hiraniisback
with3idiots, astorythattakesaswipe
atoureducationsystemandpromises
tosendamessage—chaseexcellence,
successwillfollow—interspersedwith
laughterandtears, andnever preachy.
*  ThisNagpur-born, FTII-bredand

Mumbai-basedfilm-maker hadtotake

abreakfromhisadfilms-makingdays

towriteMunnabhai. “Thadmoney but
Twasn’tdoingwhatlIwantedtodo, tell
storiesthroughfilms, “hetellsSudipta

Dattain betweenpost-production. A lot

isridingon3idiots, shotoncampusat
IIM-BangaloreandalsoatLeh, which
releaseson Decemnber 25withthefilm
industrycravingforamasshit.Ina
freewheelingchat, Hiranitalksabout
hisFTIIdays, howAamir Khanwasn't
thefirstchoicefor3idiotsandwhy
there’sacrisisof contentintheindus-
iry. Excerpts:

Thefilmindustryispiningfora
hitthathasbeenfewandfar
betweenthis year. Whatare your
expectations from Jidiots?
Asafilm-makerIwanteveryonetofeel
good. And I think if I make them feel
good, they will want to watch the film,
and we will get the returns. We are up-
beataboutthefilm. Wehaveafairly de-
centfilmonourhands.

You attack the education system in
thefilm. Whatprompted youtodoso?
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There’'stoomuchpressureonkidsand
somewhere the real education is get-
ting lost. We spend one-third of our
livesstudyingandendupspendingthe
rest of our lives chasing something
which is of noessence.It's a film close
to my heart. We chase professionslike
medicine, engineering or an MBA
sometimes without enjoying it. When
youpursuesomethingthatyoulikedo-
ing, the returns come automatically.

Inawaythestoryiscloserhome
thanwethink...

When I went to the film institute in’

Pune from Nagpur, it was a huge leap.
Inthefirst week, surrounded by some
pseudointellectualsIwasmadetofeell
wasnotgoodenough.Thadcomefroma
small town—Nagpur was very small
then—andIcouldn’tunderstand what
they were saying. All that changed
once we started working, I realised
that I wanted to be a film-maker and
there was no need to chase anything
else. Sriram Raghavan was my batch-

~ mate and together we agreed that we

wanted to see Hindi cinema, unlike
whatthe intellectuals were saying. We
realised it was important to be rooted.

ButyoudideditingatFTII?
Yes,andthathashelped meenormous-
ly withallmy films.Thaveneverhadto
deleteascene.

Was Aamir Khan yourfirstchoice
toplayastudent?

No, I was looking for younger faces,
freshersbutjustcouldn’tfind theright
people. These are complex roles and
needed a seasoned actor. Aamir came
intothepicturemuchlater. Thadheard
horror stories about working with
him, but it’s been a pleasure to have
Aamironboard.

Youhavealsoresortedtomanybe-
low-the-lineactivitiestopromote
thefilm?

Thave done it with my other two films
aswell. Wehaveshown 3idiotstoalotof
people, different groups, from college
studentstoworkerstoparentsandhad
a question and answer session at the
end of each show. If various groups
have pointed out a problem, we have
evenresortedtochanges. Forexample,

igiomany people wanted the Munnabhai

22 added to the film, not as a back-
ind score as we had initially done,
wehavemadethatchange.

Whydoyouthink Bollywoodhas
hadsofewhitsthisyear?
Well,Iagreethatthere’sacrisisof con-
tent in the industry. After Munnabhai
MBBS, 1 was hoping to get scripts be-
causeIdidn’t want to write, it took too
much of my time. Unfortunately,
thotigh I got a lot of scripts, they were
not satisfying. Perhaps part of the
problem is that we have toreach outto
talent, writers need to be tapped. Most
of the writers in Mumbai seem to be
geared up for television—writers
thinktwodraftsaregoodenough.

Buttheindustryhasopenedupto
new genres, themes withthemulti-
plexboom?

Yes, now a lot of different cinema is
happening which is fabulous. We are
opening up to new genres and that's
goodforcinema.

Whenwillwesee Munnabhaigoing
toAmrika?

I am going to start work on that. But
firstIwanttotravel acrossthecountry,
the North East too. We had plans of
shooting 3idiots in the North East, but
endedupshootinginLeh.



